Introduction to World Religions

8 Modules + 1 Module for Final Exam / Credit-by-Course / Credits 3

Course Description:

Introduction to World Religions is anundergraduate coursethatmeasures knowledge and
understanding ofindigenous andmajor world religions, historically as well as sociallyand
phenomenologically.Fromthe emergence ofancient native religions around the worldup to
andincludingmajor current religious movements, this course spans millennia full of religious rituals,
cultures, developments, splinters,and shifts.Major content areas include religious frameworks(types
of expression, structures, personal beliefs, definitions, and phenomena); sociological,
psychological,and philosophical perspectives; historical developmentof religious traditions and
practices; and comparative analysisof religious narratives around the globe.Religions covered
includelndigenous Religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Daoism/Taoism, Confucianism,
Shinto, Judaism, Christianity, Islam,NeoPaganism, Modern African/Caribbean traditions, Baha'’i, and
Scientology, as wellas modernideas such as Secularism.Participantswillbe enriched by a cornucopia
of religious traditions, backgrounds,and evolutionary developments throughout the history of
humanity.

Course Outcomes:

After completing this course, you will be able to:

« Identify basic dimensions of religion including ethics, doctrine, and rituals.

« Interpret religion through natural and revealed theology, descriptive approaches, and historical
approaches.

* Recognize the historical development of major world religions such as Indigenous Religions,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Daoism/Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, NeoPaganism, Modern African/Caribbean traditions, Baha'i, and Scientology.

» Recall and distinguish specific doctrine and practice for major world religions such as
Indigenous Religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Daoism/Taoism, Confucianism,
Shinto, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, NeoPaganism, Modern African/Caribbean traditions, Baha'i,
and Scientology.

» Compare, contrast, and categorize the major world religions and systematic ways of beliefs
about each other and the world, including nature.

« |dentify and apply the trajectories of current religious movements (including alternative paths
and modern ideas) against the historical and recent developments in world history, philosophy,
psychology, and art.

* Recognize and interpret a comprehensive understanding of the vast array of religions and their
common archetypal structures, despite their diversity.

Title:Experiencing the World’s Religions, 8thedition, by Molloy, Michael, McGraw-Hill Education.



Open Education Resources (OER's)

If you are struggling with a term or concept, you can utilize the links below to search for the concept
or term to find additional resources and explanation.

[Link Removed]
A Collection of Religious Studies Websites
Harvard University edx - Religious Literacy: Traditions and Scriptures

Library of World Religions and Faith Traditions

Closed Captioning

Lecture videos and extra resource videos have automatic closed captioning. These captions are
generated by computer algorithms. To utilize closed captioning, you can click on the CC button at the
bottom of a video.

Accommodating Disabilities

Gateway Education is committed to the belief that every individual should have an equal opportunity
in education. Gateway Education seeks to assure access by providing accommodations to individuals
with a disability as defined under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and the ADA
Amendments Act of 2008 (ADAAA). Accommodation includes, but is not limited to: aids or
maodification to courses, materials, or testing; and other services that allow better access by
individuals with disabilities.

Individuals requesting accommodation should submit a request in writing or in an alternative format
appropriate for their limitations. The request should include documentation of the disability, including
information with recommendations of appropriate accommodation. Once eligibility has been
established, accommodations must be requested on a course-by-course basis.

Requests can sent to the student services department atsupport@gatewayeducation.com



