
Introduction to Philosophy

8 Modules + 1 Module for Final Exam / Credit-by-Course / Credits 3

Course Description:

Introduction to Philosophy is the foundational course to all of the disciplines that emerge from the

scholarly study of various philosophical streams of thought including the nature of philosophy,

Western philosophy, ethics, political philosophy, metaphysics, human nature, contemporary

philosophy, and non-Western philosophy. In the modules of this course, major concepts, as well as

questions and movements within these and other various streams are presented, starting with eras

even before the ancient Greeks – as early as 1200 B.C.E. As the material progresses, the modules

move through historical and cultural events that correspond with an ever deepening and enriched

field of philosophical premises – up to and including very recent contemporary philosophers as well

as philosophers from around the world, beyond the Western understanding of philosophy. And finally,

it is critical to note that all humans can utilize various philosophical tools and methods to make

informed, rational choices and decisions about our daily and future activities as individuals as well as

families and communities. Respecting each other’s rights and fulfilling our duties philosophically and

in action certainly helps make the world a better place.

Course Outcomes:

After completing this course, you will be able to:

• Identify, distinguish, and apply the history, branches, and tenets of major Western and world
streams of philosophical thought.

• Compare and contrast philosophical thinking from various other intellectual endeavors.

• Identify and distinguish major philosophical movements and the philosophers that led/lead
those emergences.

• Interpret and evaluate various philosophical theories and methodologies.

• Recognize the merits and critiques of philosophical arguments, stances, scenarios, frameworks,
and dilemmas.

• Compare and contrast ancient, classical, modern and post-Modern philosophical issues.

• Recognize and apply Western philosophy and compare and contrast it with philosophical
approaches in other parts of the world.

E-Book:

Title: The Power of Ideas, 11th edition, by Bruder, et al, McGraw-Hill Education

Open Education Resources (OER's)

If you are struggling with a term or concept, you can utilize the links below to search for the concept

or term to find additional resources and explanation.



[Link Removed]

Philosophy Crash Course Videos

(https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR)

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (https://plato.stanford.edu/)

An Introduction to Philosophy

(https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/an-introduction-to-philosophy)An Introduction to

Philosophy

Closed Captioning

Lecture videos and extra resource videos have automatic closed captioning. These captions are

generated by computer algorithms. To utilize closed captioning, you can click on the CC button at the

bottom of a video.

Accommodating Disabilities

Gateway Education is committed to the belief that every individual should have an equal opportunity

in education. Gateway Education seeks to assure access by providing accommodations to individuals

with a disability as defined under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and the ADA

Amendments Act of 2008 (ADAAA). Accommodation includes, but is not limited to: aids or

modification to courses, materials, or testing; and other services that allow better access by

individuals with disabilities.

Individuals requesting accommodation should submit a request in writing or in an alternative format

appropriate for their limitations. The request should include documentation of the disability, including

information with recommendations of appropriate accommodation. Once eligibility has been

established, accommodations must be requested on a course-by-course basis.

Requests can sent to the student services department at help@gatewayeducation.com


